
Construction of the R21 million Matatiele-
Madalangala (EU) Water Supply Scheme
(WSS) was completed in March 2001.

The project, initiated under the RDP 3
programme in 1997 with partial funding
from the European Union, was transferred
to the Department of Water Affairs
and Forestry’s Build, Operate,
Train and Transfer (BoTT)
programme in October 1999.

At this stage, only the
conceptual design was complete
and the verfication of appropriate
water sources still had to be
done.Amanz’abantu Services was
asked to fast-track the
implementation process.

The Amanz’abantu project team, with the
support of the project steering committee
(PSC) and the then Wild Coast District
Council, was able to start construction of
the bulk water pipeline in February 2000,
using HDC subcontractors and local labour.

The scheme serves more than 16 000
people in 11 villages situated in
the foothills of the Drakensberg
near Qachasnek to the north of
the town of Matatiele.

It comprises about 110km of
pipelines, which lead water by
gravity from two weirs high in
the Drakensberg catchment to storage
reservoirs in each village, and from there
on to communal standpipes.

The scheme is operated by the Water
Service Provider (WSP), a two-tier
community-based organisation which sees
each village committee responsible for its
own water reticulation and a joint

committee responsible for the bulk supply.
Supply of water to the first four villages

began unofficially in September 2000, with
all the villages able to draw water from the
scheme by the end of the year 2000.

Training of technical and clerical staff for
the operation and maintenance of
the scheme was done prior to the
commissioning in March 2001.

The water supply line feeds a
large, densely populated region,
and operational costs are fairly
low as no pumping is required.

Each household pays a flat rate
of R5 to draw water from
communal standpipes within 200

metres of their homes.
Amanz’abantu is assisting the WSP to

operate the WSS for a period of 15 months
until about June 2002, and thereafter will
mentor the WSP for a further 12 months
following transfer of the project to the
Alfred Nzo District Municipality.

Project manager Ron Eardley says the
Madalangala WSS bears
testimony to the ability of the
BoTT programme to deliver a
sustainable water supply
scheme of appropriate quality,
at a moderate per capita cost,
in a relatively short time frame.

“As programme implementing agent,
Amanz’abantu are pleased that they were
able to commission this project within 18
months of receiving the initial instruction.

“Together with all those who participated
in the enterprise, we have proved that
delivery of sustainable infrastructure can
be fast-tracked quite successfully.”

Matatiele
Madalangala Water Supply Scheme

S e rving 11 villages in the Matatiele area

Madalangala (EU) Statistics
Project value R21 000 000,00
Number of villages 11
Population served 16 071
Commissioning date March 2001
Cost recovery Flat rate
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